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SECOND DECLARATION OF CECILIA BENITES UNDER 37 C.RR. § 1,132 

I, Cecilia Benites, state that: 

1. I am the Director of Property Tax Research & Content for ePropertyTax, Inc., of 
Scottsdale, Arizona ("ePropertyTax"). In my position, I manage the staff that researches all of 
the state and local property tax rules, procedures and forms throughout the United States and 
Canada, I also manage the input of that research into ePropertyTax's system for managing state 
and local property tax content. I have over 25 years of professional property tax experience, I 
was formerly a Maricopa County Assessor Property Appraiser, an Appraiser of centrally valued 
properties for the Arizona Department of Revenue, and have held several positions in property 
tax management in the private sector, mcluding positions at F.W. Woolworth Co., ATcfeT, and 
Lucent Technologies, 

2. I have a Bachelor of Arts degree from Alvemo College and a Master in Business 
Administration degree from Fairleigh Dickinson University. I am a member of the Institute for 
Professionals in Taxation QFT) and the International Association of Assessing OfiBcers (lAAO) 
where I served on and chaired various committees, and I have been a speaker/panelist, and an 
instructor at IPT's Property Tax School I hold the IPT CMI desigiiation (Certified Member of 
the Institute) and received IPT*s Distinguished Service Award in 1994. 
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3. I am providing this Declaration to supplement my previous Declaration, dated 
July 5, 2005. In that Declaration, I set forth my understanding that within the terminology 
commonly used in connection with state and local property tax rules and procedures in the 
United States there is a distinction between a "property tax jurisdiction" and a "property tax 
district" Specifically, in common property tax termuiology the governmental authority of an 
assessor, collector or treasurer is referred to as "jurisdiction" while the territorial boundaries of 
tax appropriating bodies are referred to as "districts." Typically, a property tax district only 
perfonns the administrative function of appropriating funds for local governmental services such 
as school districts, fire districts, police districts and street improvement districts. This 
administrative appropriation function includes calculatmg the levy, or amount of money needed 
to be raised from the property tax for the district's services, which can then be used to set the 
district tax rate. A property tax district, however, does not have the authority to act as a property 
tax assessor, collector or treasurer, and therefore, it is not a "property tax jurisdiction." Attached 
to this Declaration as Exhibit 1 are pages from the Glossary for Property Appraisal and 
Assessment published by the lAAO (the lAAO Glossarvl which confirm this. As defined in the 
lAAO Glossarv. "jurisdiction" means "the right and power to interpret and apply the law; also, 
the power to tax and the power to govern." Although the lAAO Glossary does not define 
"district," it defines "property tax levy" as "the total amount of money to be raised from the 
property tax as set forth in tiie budget of a taxing jurisdiction" and extends die term to the 
millage rate. 

4. I previously reviewed the OfBce Action, dated March 7, 2005, relating to Patent 
Application No. 09/812,305 and the Oklahoma County Assessor's website 
http://www.oklahomacountv.org/assessor/TaxCalculatQr.htm, which is referenced in that Office 
Action, 

5. The Office Action points out that the Oklahoma County Assessor's web site 
shows that "rates vary across the county depending on which school district the property is 
located (different tax rules/templates)." Office Action at p. 2. As reflected by the Oklahoma 
County web site (as well as numerous other Assessor web sites), however, the word "district" is 
consistently used to describe the local tax rate district (i.e., the territory). It is not used to 
describe a property tax jurisdiction. 
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I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that 
all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that these 
statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made are 
punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under 18 U.S.C. § 1001, and that such willful false 
statements may jeopardize the vaUdity of the application, any patent issuing tiiereon, or any 
patent to which this declaration is directed. 

Dated this 6th day of April, 2006, at Phoenix, Arizona. 

By: (^^^/AS. ^^.^^2Z^ 
Cecilia Benites 



Express Mail Label No. EO 227210768 US Date of Deposit Apnl 6, 2006 

I hereby certify that this paper and all documents and any fee referred to herein are being deposited on the date 
indicated above wifli the U.S. Postal Service "Express Mail Post Office to Addressee" service under 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.10, postage prepaid and addressed to Mail Stop Amendment, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 




Date of Signature 
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Glossary for Property 
Appraisal and Assessment 
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About lAAO 

Tlie International Association of Assessing Officers (lAAO) is a 
nonprofit, educational association. Its mission is to provide leader- 
ship in accurate property valuation, property tax administration, and 
tax policy throughout the world. The iAAO offers courses, work- 
shops, and seminars, performs research, and provides technical 
assistance. 

The lAAO^s members subscribe to a Code of Ethics and Standards of 
Professional Conduct and to the Uniform Standards of Professional 
Appraisal Practice. 

Five internationally recognized designations offered by the IAAO 
represent the highest level of achievement in the field: the Certified 
Assessment Evaluator (CAE), the Assessment Administration Special 
ist (AAS), the Cadastral Mapping Specialist (CMS), the Personal 
Property Specialist (PPS), and the Residential Evaluation Specialist 
(RES). 

IAAO 

130 East Randolph Street, Suite 850 
Chicago, IL 6060 1 



Phone: 
Fax: 

Web site: 



312/819-6100 
312/819-6149 
http;// www. iaao.org/ 



future benefits of a reaJ estcite 
investment. 

Investment Holding Period— The 

length of frme fha: typrca/ mvescors 
generally hold an investinent of a 
specified rype. 

Investinent Trust— A type of 
investment company that seUs ics 
stock and Invests the money 
rectfivcxi in 5tocl<s and bonds ot 
other companies, real estate, or 
other investments. Investment 
trusts can be opon-pnci or dostid- 
end. 5eeci/5oRE!T. 

Investment Vaiue-The worth of an 
mvestmem property to .\ p^Lrr^cul^r 
investor. Investment value may or 
may not coincfde with mjirfcet value 

depending on the requirements of 
the specific Investor. 

Investment Yield— The rate of 
return on c^pltnl that is senerared 
from An investment over a period ot 
ownersfifp. induding both income 
and resale. 

Inwood Coefflcient^A factor used 
to obtain ttit; present worth of a 
level stream of Intorne: aJso /cnown 
as the present worth of I p«r 
period raccor. 

fowa Type Curve— A classification 
of survivor curves by their basic 
mathematic.=\l shape into three 
families of. respectively. 6. 7. and 5 
curves; honco the alternate designa- 
tion of "fowa ts type carves." Type 
survivor curves are used to smooth 



origffM/ survivor Curves, to help 
detevmine the probable life of single 
units, and as a means otOiecklng 
the adequacy of the depreciation 
reserve balance or of estimating an 
adjustment factor in the appraisaf 
procedure. 

Iirevocable— That which cannot be 
recaf'ed or revoked. 

IRV— A mnemonic for the bA.stc 
equa:jon of the Income approach: 
Income - (Capitaliratlon) Rate < 
Value. 

Iteration— One repetition or 
repe-.ted cyde in a process of 
estimating values as close as 
posslb/e to actual vafues by re- 
peatr^d approximations. The results 
of ench approximation are used in 
the next one. 
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lotnt estate— 3>f? tenancy, joint. 

fofnt tenancy— See tenancy, jotnt. 

lurisdktion— (1) TVie right and 
powc'r to iruerprtit and apply the 
law: also, the power to rax and the 
power ro govern, U) The temtoriai 
range ot authority or control 



r;opcrry Tax Base 



ProptTty Use Cucvury — 
Vac^xnt rLiCtcd Lots 



the land ancf its adequacy as a lien 
against past and present tax 
lirtbiiities. 

Property Tax Base — 5ee assess- 
ment base. 

Property Tax Levy— il) Tiie rotal 
annount of money to be raised I^ron^ 
the property tax as set fonh in rhe 
budget of * taxing turisdktion. :2i 
Loosely, by extension, the mlllage 
rate or the property tax biW sent to 
an individual properry owner 

rroperty Tax Levy Limits — A ^rni 
of tax and expenditure llmttadon. 

applicable to all local governments 
in the state, in which an upper limit 
is placed on either the proceeds of 
the property tax or the rate ot 
growth in the proceeds of th(' 
property tax. 

Property Taxes — See tax, general 
property; tax, property; tax» 
special property. 

Property Use Category— A United 
States Census Bureau classitiration 
scheme l>ased on actual uciliiation of 
real property. There are sevf^ri 
classes o^ real property; 

Residential (Nonfarm) Single- 
family — Includes each dei ached, 
scn-ii detached, or atrachect house, 
if separately assessed aticf nor on 
a farm, that is a residence for one 
family only. Tor dcracheo houses, 
this would include one-tainily rural 
properties or suburban e^; rales not 



used primarily for farming, and 
mobile homes assessed as real 
property. This category includes 
each condominium unit in a 
multiunit dwelling structure, plus 
each condominium's share of the 
common area, unless the com- 
mon area is separate)y assessed. 

Residential <Nonfarm), Multlfam- 

Hy—jncludes each residential 
property chat contains two or 
more living units, including 
duplexes, apartment houses, 
and cooperatives ttiat are as- 
sessed as a single entity. The 
category encompasses srrcet 
level stores and doctors" offices 
in apartment buildings, but 
excludes moteis or hotels. 

Acreage (or Acreage and 
Farms)— Includes farms, timber- 
land, recreational acreage, idle 
land, and waste land in rural 
locations. Excludes vacant platted 
lots that lie within or adjacent ro 
d municipality and that usually 
carry a lot/block system desigf ja- 
tion rather than acreage. Sop^* 
rateiy asst^ssed timber or mineral 
rights are omitted from this 
category. 

Vacant Platted Lots— Unimprov- 
ed parcels described in terms 
other rhan acreage, usually by a 
convention using lot, block, and 
subdivision name. Vacant platted 
lots are often located either within 
a municipality or in areas of higher 
population density than the 
surrounding tenitory. 
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Maricopa, Arizona (AZ) Detailed Profile - travel and real estate info,... 



http://\vww. city-data. com/city/Maricopa- Arizona.html 



Maricopa, Arizona 




Back to Arizona big cities , AZ smaller cities , AZ small cities , 
All Cities. 



Ads by Google 

Looking for a New Home? 

Full List - New Homes & ^ . . 

Communities Submit pictures of this city 

All Top Builders Across the Nation Click here for promotion details and to upload your 

www.intemest.com Mancopa, Arizona photos 



Real Estate IVIaricopa 

View homes for sale, real estate 
listings, foreclosures and more. 

residential-real-estate. us 

IVIaricopa County Arizona 

View golf homes, houses, condos 
and real estate listings for sale 
www.thewalbotgroup.com 

Homes & Land Magazine 

Incredible Homes. Expert Agents. 
Shop Online or Order Free 
Magazine. 

www, HomesAndLandPhoenix.com 

Maricopa Real Estate 

Foreclosures from $25,000 $0 
down 

3-4-5 bdrm homes - try a search 

www.iForeclosures.com 

FSBO? List on MLS $299 

0% Listing / Serving: Ariz., Cal. 
Ida., Mont., Nov., N. Mex. 

www.congressrealty.com 





ii?.:^''u ii7.7~iij np-i^iij 117. (i^y 
Current weather forecast for Maricopa, AZ 
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Population (year 2000): 1,040 

Males: 573 (55.1%), Females: 467 (44.9%) 

County: Pinal 

Land area: 4.0 square miles 
Zip code: 85239 

Exhibit A ^ 



1 of 8 



4/6/2006 11:14 AM 



Maricopa County At A Glance 



http://www.maricopa,gov/county_glance/default.asp 



r7aric0pa.gov 



Contact Us 




Other Links 

* Average Weather 

^ County Map 
of Arizona 

* County Profile 

* County Seal 

* Local Chambers 
of Commerce 

* Meet Your 
Supervisors 

Phoenix Visitors 
Center 

* Relocation 
Information 



I Cities in Maricopa 
Counties in A2 tril 



County Profile 

(provided by: AZ Dept of Commerce ) 
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• Established: Feb 17, 
1871 

• Population: apprx 
3,200,000 

• Budget: $2.5 Billion 

(02-03) 

• Size: 9,226 square miles 

• 4*^ most populous county 
in US 

fM • 14^^ largest county in the 

ff: US 



Subscribe 
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Definition of Jurisdiction from dictionary.net 



Page 1 of 1 




p dictionary, net 



| jurisdiction 



What does jurisdiction mean? 



we found 1 entry for the meaning of jurisdiction 
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Free Webster's Dictionary 

Clear Definitions & Comfortable Typeface. Participate In Offer! 

Webs ters. Learning-Offer, com 



Free Desktop Dictionary 

Reference & Spell-check at the tip of your fingers! No spyware 

www.starware.com 



Small Claims Filing 

Do it Online. We are the cheapest! Your claim filed in 24 hours. 

www.legaicpu.conn 



Jurisdiction \Ju>is*dic"tion\. n. [L. jurisdictio; jus. juris, right, law + dictio a saying, speaking: cf. OF. jurisdiction, F. juridiction. 
See Just, a., and Diction .] 

1 . (Law) The legal power, right, or authority of a particular court to hear and determine causes, to try criminals, or to execute 
justice; judicial authority over a cause or class of causes; as, certain suits or actions, or the cognizance of certain crimes, are 
within the jurisdiction of a particular court, that is, within the limits of its authority or commission. 

2. The authority of a sovereign power to govern or legislate; the right of making or enforcing laws; the power or right of 
exercising authority. 

To live exempt From Heaven's high jurisdiction. - Milton. 

You wrought to be a legate; by which power You maim'd the jurisdiction of all bishops. - Shak. 

3. Sphere of authority; the limits within which any particular power may be exercised, or within which a government or a court 
has authority. 

Note: Jurisdiction, in its most general sense, is the power to make, declare, or apply the law. When confined to the judiciary 
department, it is what we denominate the judicial power, the right of administering justice through the laws, by the means which 
the laws have provided for that purpose. Jurisdiction is limited to place or territory, to persons, or to particular subjects. - 
Duponceau. 

Source: Webster's Revised Unabridged Dictionary (1913) 



Search for Jurisdiction @ Ask Jeeves | Google | MSN [ Yahoo 



Define jurisdiction and 150,000 other words at dictlona r y.net 



© Dictionary.net All Rights Reserved 
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p dictionary, net 



[ district 




What does district mean? 



we found 3 entries for the meaning of district 



Ads by Google 
Dictionary 

We have what you are looking for! Find great offers and great prices. 

\Afww. best-price .com/Prod uct s 

Free Speaking Dictionary 

Get The Franklin Speaking 11th Collegiate Dictionary Free Act Nowl 

Dictionary, gifting- off er.com 

Ansvversxom 

Free dictionary with bundled encyc, thesaurus, bios, and much more. 

www.answers.com 

Dictionary 

The top Dictionary In the web The Online Dictionary 

www.10-top-siles.com 

District \Dis"trict\, a. [L. distrlctus, p. p.] 
Rigorous; stringent; harsh. [Obs.] 

Punishing with the rod of district severity. -Foxe. 

Source: Webster's Revised Unabridged Dictionary (1913) 

District \Dis"trict\, n. [LL. distrlctus district, fr. L. districtus, p. p. of distringere: cf. F. district. See Distrain .] 

1 . (Feudal Law) The territory within which the lord has the power of coercing and punishing. 

2. A division of territory; a defined portion of a state, tovm, or city, etc., made for administrative, electoral, or other purposes; as 
a congressional district, judicial district, land district, school district, etc. 

To exercise exclusive legislation . . . over such district not exceeding ten miles square. -The Constitution of the United States. 

3. Any portion of territory of undefined extent; a region; a country; a tract. 
These districts which between the tropics lie. -Blackstone. 
Congressional district . See under Congressional . 

District attorne y, the prosecuting officer of a district or district court. 

District court , a subordinate municipal, state, or United States tribunal, having jurisdiction in certain cases within a judicial 
district. 

District judge , one who presides over a district court. 

District school , a public school for the children within a school district. [U.S.] 

Syn: Division; circuit; quarter; province; tract; region; country. 

Source; Webster's Revised Unabridged Dictionary (1913) 
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District \Dis"trict\, v. t. [imp. & p. p. Distri cted : p. pr. & vb. n. D istrictin g .1 

To divide into districts or limited portions of territory; as, legislatures district States for the choice of representatives. 
Source: Webster's Revised Unabridged Dictionary (1913) 

Search for district @ Ask Jeeves | Google | MSN t Yahoo 
Define district and 150,000 other words at dictionarv.net 
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